Amendments to the Specification 



Please replace paragraph [0013] with the following: 

[0013] At least one of nodes 102A, . . ., 102N may comprise system 200, as illustrated in 
FIG. 2. System 200 may comprise host processor 202, host memory 204, bus 206, and 
chipset 208. (System 200 may comprise more than one host processor 202, host memory 
204, bus 206, and chipset 208, or other types of processors, memories, and busses; 
however, the former are illustrated for simplicity of discussion, and are not intended to 
limit embodiments of the invention.) Host processor 202, host memory 204, bus 206, and 
chipset 208 may be comprised in a single circuit board, such as, for example, a system 
motherboard 219 . 

Please replace paragraph [0016] with the following: 

[0016] Bus 206 may comprise a bus that complies with the Peripheral Component 
Interconnect (PCI) Local Bus Specification, Revision 2.2, December 18, 1998 available 
from the PCI Special Interest Group, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. (hereinafter referred to as 
a "PCI bus"). Alternatively, bus 406 206 instead may comprise a bus that complies with 
the PCI-X Specification Rev. 1.0a, July 24, 2000, (hereinafter referred to as a "PCI-X 
bus"), or a bus that complies with the PCI-E Specification Rev. PCI-E (hereinafter 
referred to as a "PCI-E bus"), as specified in "The PCI Express Base Specification of the 
PCI Special Interest Group", Revision 1.0a, both available from the aforesaid PCI Special 
Interest Group, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A. Also, alternatively, bus 106 may comprise 
other types and configurations of bus systems. 
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Please replace paragraph [0017] with the following: 

[0017] System 200 may additionally comprise circuitry 216. Circuitry 216 may comprise 
one or more circuits to perform one or more operations described herein as being 
performed by TCP-A (Transport Control Protocol - Accelerated) driver 222 and/or 
network component 212. Circuitry 216 may be hardwired to perform the one or more 
operations, and/or may execute machine-executable instructions to perform these 
operations. For example, circuitry 216 may comprise memory 236 that may store 
machine-executable instructions 226 that may be executed by circuitry 216 to perform 
these operations. Instead of being comprised in host processor 202, or chipset 208, some 
or all of circuitry 216 may be comprised in a circuit card (not shown), and/or other 
structures, systems, and/or devices that may be, for example, comprised in motherboard 
3+8- 219 . and/or communicatively coupled to bus 206, and may exchange data and/or 
commands with one or more other components in system 200. Circuitry 216 may 
comprise, for example, one or more digital circuits, one or more analog circuits, one or 
more state machines, programmable circuitry, and/or one or more ASIC's (Application- 
Specific Integrated Circuits). 

Please replace paragraph [0020] with the following: 

[0020] A method according to one embodiment is illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 3 
with reference to system 200 of FIG. 2. The method begins at block 300, and continues 
to block 302 where network component 212 may receive an indication that one or more 
packets 228 (only one shown) have been received from network 100. Each packet 228 
may comprise a header 230 and a payload 232. For each packet 228, network component 
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212 may split header 230 and payload 232 from packet 228, and post each header 230, 
and payload 232 to one or more post buffers 214A, 214B. In one embodiment, header 
230 may be posted to a first buffer such as post buffer 214A, and payload 232 may be 
posted to a second buffer such as post buffer 2 14B. The one or more packets 228 may be 
comprised in one or more groups, and each group of packets 228 may be transmitted 
and/or received over a connection. The one or more packets 228 may be received in 
response to a read data request from, for example, application 218. 



4 



